This Special Issue of ACM TALIP features recent advances in information processing and access for Japanese. While TALIP has already been recognized as a representative journal covering Asian language information processing, the number of submissions related to Japanese language processing has been limited compared with language processing of other Asian languages. One of the reasons could be that there are already several publication sources for work on Japanese
Although these papers address a variety of interesting and challenging topics, they represent limited areas of research work recently done on information processing and access for Japanese. The editors hope that this Special Issue will provide a good starting opportunity for introducing and sharing information with researchers working on various Asian languages.
Last, but not least, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to the following people for their hard work in reviewing the papers. Without their high quality and punctual reviews, we could not have made this Special Issue available in this current form: Akiko Aizawa (NII, Japan), Christian Boitet (Université Joseph Fourier, France), Tetsuro Chino (Toshiba Corporate R&D Center, Japan), Nick Craswell (Microsoft Research Cambridge, UK), Yasuharu Den (Chiba University, Japan), Ayman Farahat (PARC, USA), Gregory Grefenstette (CEA, France), David Hawking (CSIRO, Australia), Kentato Inui (NAIST, Japan), Hitoshi Isahara (NICT, Japan), Hideki Isozaki (NTT, Japan), Gareth Jones (Dublin City University, UK), Kevin Knight (University of Southern California, USA), Chin-Yew Lin (University of Southern California, USA), Dekang Lin (Google, USA), Yuji Matsumoto (NAIST, Japan), Tatsunori Mori (Yokohama National University, Japan), Yoshio Nakao (Fujitsu Laboratories, Japan), Keizo Oyama (National Institute of Informatics, Japan), Stephen Robertson (Microsoft Research Cambridge, UK), Tetsuya Sakai (Toshiba Corporate R&D Center, Japan), Kiyoaki Shirai (JAIST, Japan), Karen Sparck Jones (University of Cambridge, UK), Michael Strube (EML Research gGmbH, Germany), Takenobu Tokunaga (Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan), Hayato Yamana (Waseda University, Japan), and Ming Zhou (Microsoft Research Asia, China).
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